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there came a great many fresh tribes of those Indians, to
look at us with our beards, and they brought fruits, fish,
gold, and bread, as also other articles of food. Like mon-
keys, they imitated the dress of the Christians, and when
these kneeled they also kneeled; if the Christians reverently
raised their eyes to heaven, so did the Indians. And what-
ever it was customary for us to do at the Ave Maria as being
evening, and then in the morning also, just the same was
done by them. Columbus was very joyful at having discovered
this new country, so abounding in gold and silver; and
desirous to return to Spain to inform the king of the new
land that he had found, with the good will of the cacique
had a brick house built, and left thirty-eight Spaniards
there; so that they might carefully investigate everything
in the island until his return, warning them to do every
thing discreetly and modestly. This was the first house
that the Spaniards built in India;l and thus Columbus,
with all his other men, went away.
Columbus took with him six Indians, all the gold that the
cacique gave him, some parrots, some maize, which is their
corn, and other new Indian articles. He reached Spain
safely, except that two Indians died on the voyage. Colum-
bus was received by the king and the queen with very
great honour,- they making him sit before them; and here
every body was astonished to see the Indians naked; and
these new people were still more surprised at the dress of
the court and of the king, who bestowed a title of honour on
Columbus, constituting him Admiral of the Ocean-sea, with
a tenth of all the royal sales. And to his brother Bartholo-
mew he gave the governorship of the Isla Espanola.
Columbus notified to the king all that had occurred, and
that by means of that island he hoped to discover other very
1 Other accounts state that this fort was constructed of timber from
the wreck of Columbus's ship : it was called La Natividad, and the gar-
rison was commanded by Diego d'Arena. (Trans.)